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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting february 7 - Study Night - flora Subjects. 


Meeting March 7 - ANNUAL MELTING - Members Night. 


Excursion I’ebruary 9 - Newlyn Reservoir - Gretl Manguss, 
Excursion March —- Anglesea - Mary White. 
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BALLARAT. AT 9.30 om FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS. 


MrL Fink 052 861319 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


New Management Plan for Enfield forest. 


Peter Fry has reported that,a meeting of an 
advisory committee of management for Enfield 

has been arranged by Mr Bob Graham of tiie Ministry 
for Conservation, Forests and Lands, together 

with consultants, for the formation of a manage- 
ment ptan for the lorest. 

It is anticipated that information on the area 
will be required. 


Lake Burrumbeet - l'uture use and development. 

In response to an invitation from the Ministry 
for Conservation, forests and Lands, a subcommittee 
of club members has submitted a proposal with 
recommendations for future action on the se and 
development of the waters and surrounding lands 
of Lake Burrumbeet. Submissions from interes ed 
bodies will be taken into consideration when 
decisions on applications for use of sections of 
the Lake are being made, and future management 

of the water and margins is being formulated. 

A copy of the submission is available for perusal. 
Concern was focussed on the western bays most 
used by waterfow], and the future of the north 
shore beach area with its stands of eucalypts. 


COMING EVENTS. 


° The excursion for February 9th will be to the 
Reservoir,leader Gretel Mangus¢. 


This is a late afternoon outing,%3 PM. at Crockers 
Corner, bring your tea. 


e The March outing will be to Anglesea, leader 
Mary White, 4) Mcmillan St Anglesea. 
Bring your bathers and stay for tea. 


e The meeting on March the 7th is the Annual 
meeting and members night, members will be allowed 
10 minutes per person. 
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OBSERVATIONS. — Novemeer. werist- 
Lyndsay- 


Pat— 


Florence— 


Ken- 


Helen- 
‘Barry- 


Florence - 


Lyndsay - 


Helen 
Ken 
Glen 


Uarvey 


Seven Black Cockatoos on Bun. inyong - 
Sebast:pol Road. 
Friend saw Curlews nest at Lake Fyans. 


Thirty Cattle Egret on Colac — Bun inyong 
Road. More than half the birds in 
breeding plumage. 


Brother-in-Jaw saw two Peregrine Falcons 
with young in the nest at Mt Langi Gheran 


Six Cattle Egret near ‘Brewery Tap Hotel' 
Warrenheip. 


Tongue Orchid at Bald Hills 


Two Platypuses at dusk at the Bungal Dam 
spillway. 


_ DECEMBER MEETING, 


1. Banded Stilts still at Lake Goldsmith 
in the second week of November. + 
The birds (in reduced numbers it seemed) 
were also observed on December 10 -Id. 
2. Peregrine Falcon fledglings success-— 
fully reared at Langi Gheren, and 
flying. 

Displayed photographs of the Curlew 
(Bush Thick-knee) nest at Lake Fyaus. 
Observed Swamp Harrier take Little 

Grebe from the water at Lake Lonsdale. 
Six pelicans observed at Lake Learmonth 
and others at Lake Burrumbeet. 

Pelican observed flying over Macarthur 
St. Primary School in Central Ballarat. 
Noted the prolific growth of clovers 

on roadside verges of Western ilighway 
and suggested that this could eventually 
alter the ecological 'state and flora 

in the roadside reserves, because of 
the gradual build up of nitrogen in the 
soil by the legume growth. 


December Excursion —- David Williamson reports - 


On the 8th of December thirteen members of our 
Club and several visitors journeyed to Meredith to 
see the Bamgani Forest. Having had a pleasant 
journey down from Ballarat, we met Lyndsay Fink 
and after the usual get-—to-know-you chatter we 
drove out to Bamgani. On the way we stopped and 
looked at some historical mining ruins called 
Yorktown (named after the duke and duchess of the 
time ) in an old paddock, dating back to the 1860's, 
Butterflies abounded from what seemed out of 
no-where. It had rained heavily the night before 
and the ground beneath us was very damp. 

As we journeyed deeper into the bush, we stop- 
ped on a dirt track and got out and had a walk 
around. Members were almost eaten alive by the 
many hundreds of ants coming out of. their nests, 
Many birds abounded in tiie trees including the 
Grey Currawong, White-winged Chough, ard the 
Hastern and Crimson Rosellas just to name a few. 
Many orchids proved a delight including such 
varieties as Caleana major (Flying Duck) and 
Pterastylis nutans (Nodding Greeiliood Orchid - 
this was only sighted as a faded flower). A 
flowering Diuris sulphurea (Tiger Orcliia) brought 
many Oh's and Ali's from members. A ring-tailed. 
possums nest high up in an old gum surprised many 
of us who did not know possums had nests (including 
me). Cicadas were out in their hundreds. One 
member actually managed to catch one. We all 
marvelled at its prehistoric wings and 'skullitized!' 
looks. Many other plants and trees were also 
sighted including many Acacias, Eucalypts, lIleaths, 
Peas and Daisies. 

We all necded lunch quite badly and so drove 
onto a cleared area surrounded by bush on all 
sides. An approaching thunderstorm threatened us 
with a good soaking, as the thunder rumbled in the 
distance and the rain-clouds rolled over the sky. 
A most amazing sound and sight was a koala sitting 
up the top of an old gum; he was sitting in the 
top most branch voicing his loud disapproval at 
the approaching storm. Several drops of rain 
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threatened to drown us but these were cast aside 
when the sun came out. After lunch we went for a 
short walk while wait ing for some otner mambers 
to arrive. After that we set out for a rather 
long trek downhill and into a valley with the 
Woodburn Creek running through it. As if the trek 
downhill was not enough, we also had to climb 
uphill and over to the other side of the valley. 
Down in the valley we stopped and had a look at 
the picnic area and b-b-q which was covered in 
broken glass of beer bottles! One thing that was 
noticeable was the motor-bike damage on the hill 
and how these machines had eroded the hillside.. 
Some of the bird and plant)|\ life viewed in the 
valley included the Australian Goshawk, Pallid 
Cuckoo, Shining Bronze Cuckoo, Rufous Whistler, 
and the Gray Fantail ‘ust to name a few. Plant 
life included Brunonia Australis (Blue Pincushion), 
Veronica sp. (Speedwell), Viola sieberana (Tiny 
Violet) and Cybonotus preissianus (Austral-Bear's 
ear). While climbing up the other side of the 
valley the plant and bird life changed completely, 
including such varieties as the Kookaburra and the 
Satin Flycatcher which was sighted with a nest. 
Plants included Acrotriche Serrulata (lfoney Dots) 
and Daviesia viragata (Narrow leaf Bitter pea), 
The steep terrain prove tiring for many of us! 

Up on the top of the hill, one thing that 
amazed us was the number of ant nests and ants 
(which were also noticed earlier in the morning). 
Crossing the road further on we came upon a 
Copperliead snake about a metre long, sunning itself 
on the road. It, of course, slithered off into 
the bush when it saw us. Having decided we had 
walked far enough we walked: back to the cars, 
collecting people who had stopped and rested. 

The journey downhill took less time (I wonder why?). 
When we finally reached the top we all stopped 

and rested while having a ‘cuppa! and went home 
afterwards. Many thanks for a great day Mr fink. 


DECEMBER MEETING. 


The topic was Australian Mammals found in the 
Ballarat area. . 

The least seen of our native animals, some of 
Which are quite plentiful, were the most interest 
-ing of the mammals discussed. The slides shown 
of Antechinus, Phascogale and others were most 
interesting and for her effort and time in prepar 
~ation we are indebted to Gayle Spicer. 

Australia has some of the worlds most unique 
‘and also, oldest mammals. The oldest are the 
Monotremata followed by the Marsupials (two orders). 

All Australian animals have been affectéd by man, 
fissb the Aboriginal people then to a greater 1 
‘extent the Europeans. 

A. few of the larger grazing animals have benefit 
-ted from improved pastures and clearing, some 
through the extra waker available and a few rodents 
in the canefields. Brush tailed Possums have 
learned to live with man and even share his house 
and produce. The majority have declined in numbers 
and range. , 

There were some animals rare at the time of 
white settlement, some of these like the Pigfooted 
Bandicoot and others are now extinct. 

Probably they, were on the way out - we have only 
hastened the invetable. Some are now so rare that 
few of us will ever see them. This is no excuse 
for not caring as we must ensure that they are here 
as long as possible. 

This is one excuse for setting aside their 
habitat, if possible the best, but’ is this enough? 
They cannot compete against introduced carnivore 
and they have not the brain size nor the cunning 

of. feral cats, foxes and dingoes, particularly 
the cats. 

Some of the placental animals are in many ways 
copies of marsupials. 

Flying Squirrels resemble the Marsupial Phalangers. 

Moles have leathery nose pieces and strong 
digging claws,as has the Marsupial Mole. . 

Scavengers have large heads and powerful jaws, 
like the Wolverine and Tasmanian Devil. 


6. 


The sloped backed Marsupial Wolf has been improv 
-ed upon by speed and a bigger brain of modern 
wolvese 

Nature does not throw out that which is good - 
it only improves upon it. 

L.F. 


VISIT TO BARKSTEAD Dec 13. 


Seven of our keen botanists journeyed to Bark- 
stead to see the Gastrodia sesamoides, Cinnamon 
Bells or Potato Orchi#, These orchids were . 
growing in clusters of up to six or seven, with 
some of them one metre tall, hey were just coming 
into bloom with many buds still unopened, some 
partially in bloom,and others with over thirty 
flowerse 

They get the names Cinnamon Bells from the color 
and faint odor of cinnamon, and Potato. Orchid 
from the flower shape and large tubers underground. 

This orchid likes cool, damp forests and is found 
from the coast to the rangese There are about 
seventeen species in the world, most of them 
growing in Indo China and Malaysia, with two in 
Australia. One is found in North Queensland, the 
other, sesamoides, in the south and also in New 
Zealand. 

They are Terrestial Saprophytes relying on humus 
and the accompanying fungus for their nutrients 
as they have no Chlorophyl, only a brown stem 
with bracts. 


Among the other Plants in flower:-Arthropodium 
milliflorum, the Pale Vanilla lily. 

-Pterostylus decurva, the Summer Greenhood; a 
graceful slender plant with two to five radial 
leaves on a separate shoot usually present after 
flowering, and four or five acumate bracts. 

The Galea, up to six CM long, is erect for half 
its length, then curves forward in almost a semi 
circle, ending in an extended down curved point-— 
hence decurvae 

-Calochilus campestris, Bearded orchids with very 
pale flowers. 

~Chiloglottis gunnii, Bird orchids. 


-“Microtis unifolia, the common onion onehide 
. J e Tf, 
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FPaoMILY BRASSICACEAE - ctd. - 


J. Willis lists 39 genera, but only about 12 are 
faund near dallarat. 


Some common genera have the following characterist- 
ics :- 


Pod dehiscent, at least 3 x as long as broad ( siliqua) 
Petals small, white or purplish Cardamine 
( Bi tter-cress ) 
Pods usually 3 nerwed, without a beak, seeds in 
one row Sisymbrium ( Hedge- mustard) 


Pods cylindrical or slender-cylin drical, with a 
beak, seeds in one row, petals yellow 
Brassica ( Rape, Cabbage ) 


Pods reurely 3 x as long as broad ( silicula), pod 
compressed laterally ( wedge-shaped ) petals 


white Capsella ( Shepherd's Purse. 
Pod indehiscent, longer than broad, constricted at 
several points Raphanus ( Wild Radish ) 
H.H. 


ANNUAL MibeTIG. 


Members are reminded that at the next meeting 
Office Bearers for the coming year will be 
Elected. 

Nomination forms are available and members are 
urged to act promptly in organizing nomina- 
tions for persons to act as committee members. 


NOTICE. 


A Typist to help with preparation of the 
Newsletter is urgently needed for the coming 
year. 


